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HOMING IN ON HELMINTHS®
DONALD R. HOPKINS
Global 2000, Inc., The Carter Center, Atlanta, Georgia

I am honored to give this lecture dedicated to  Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and

the memory of Dr. Fred Soper, whose pioneering  the region of the Americas have led so visibly in
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leagues also played key roles in restoring the con-  efforts if they are not well conceived and exe-
cept of eradication to respectability after the col- cuted, the onus of abetting unnecessary suffering
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TABLE 4
Status of dracunculiasis eradication by country, December 1991

Country Status
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Cameroon, Kenya, Pakistan Intensive case containment strategy now appropriate
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nia, Senegal, Togo

Chad, Mali, Uganda Nati.on_wide search underway
R ket g are Topp g







SOPER LECTURE 631

paign against the same pest when it threatened
livestock in Mexico.?* Humans deserve at least
as much protection as cattle.

Some lessons of the dracunculiasis eradication
campaign are already apparent. They include the

rates of approximately 25-31% among 10-24-
year-old individuals in the Upper Western Re-
gion in the late 1960s,2° to rates of over 70%
among 10-20-year-old individuals in a village of
Volta Region surveyed in 1979-1980.2¢ In gen-
eral, schistosomiasis hematobium is widely dis-

obtain additional resources to combat it, as well
as the unique power of the idea of eradication to

be more intensive in the northern part of the
country and along the shores of Lake Volta.

help marshall resources. Dracunculiasis has also  Schistosoma mansoni infections appear to be
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