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Table 1 compares the impact of the recent explosion of cases in Savelugu-Nanton District with progress 
in the rest of Ghana: increases of 177% and 320% in 2006 and so far in 2007, compared to reductions of 
17% and -46%. Over



SOUTH SUDAN BUILDING ON 2006 INTERVENTIONS 

As illustrated in Figure 2, during 2006 the South Sudan Guinea Worm Eradication Program (SSGWEP) 
established 14 sub-offices and 43 storage facilities throughout the endemic counties of affected states.  
The SSGWEP also trained 10,745 volunteers for 3,137 endemic villages, distributed over 3 million cloth 
and pipe filters (47% and 22% coverage of endemic villages respectively), applied ABATE@ Larvicide 
in 6% of endemic villages, and received 29 vehicles. The impact of these interventions may begin to be 
seen during this year’s peak transmission season, which is just beginning. The SSGWEP will hold the 
first meeting of the Interagency Task Force in Juba during late May.  
Table 2 

SOUTH SUDAN GUINEA WORM ERADICATION PROGRAM 

PARAMETERS 2005 2006 
Endemic Villages 1,085 3,137 
Villages under surveillance 9,834 19,152 
Cases of GWD 5,569 20,582 
Village Volunteers 1,000 10,745 
Area Supervisors 150 896 
Field Officers 6 87 
State GW Coordinators 0 6 
Technical Advisors 7 16 
Stores 0 43 
Sub-offices 0 14 
SSGWEP/TCC Secretariat Compound 0 1 
Vehicles 2 29 

IN BRIEF 

Ethiopia has reported zero indigenous cases during the last 10 consecutive months, but the southern 
Sudan Guinea Worm Eradication Program reported 2 cases of dracunculiasis imported from Ethiopia in 
December 2006 and two additional cases in January 2007.  All four persons were of Sudanese origin, but 
had been residents in the Gambella Region of Ethiopia during the preceding year. The presumption is that 
these persons became  infected in the Gambella Region of Ethiopia, but it is uncertain where these were 
actually infected. The Ethiopian Dracunculiaiss Eradication Program has had difficulty for quite some 
time in accessing all of the endemic areas of Gambella because of insecurity. These imported cases raise 
doubts about the status of dracunculiasis in Ethiopia and a comprehensive assessment of the extent of 
dracunculiasis in all areas of Gambella Region is now warranted. 

DONATIONS 

The Howard G. Buffett Foundation has contributed $1 million to The Carter Center in support of the 
Sudan Guinea Worm Eradication Program.  These funds will be used in southern Sudan, and also 
complete the challenge grant awarded to The Carter Center for Guinea worm eradication from the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation.



Figure 2 
Southern Sudan Guinea Worm Eradication Program 

Major Logistics Hub/Offices and Stores 
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Table 3 



Figure 4 
Number of Indigenous Cases Reported During the Specified Period in 2006 and 2007*, and Percent 

Change in Cases Reported 

Country 

Togo (4) 

Mali (4) 

Sudan (4) 

Ethiopia (4) 

Burkina Faso (4) 

Cote d'Ivoire (4) 

Niger (4) 

Ghana (4) 

Nigeria (4) 

Total 
All countries, excluding 

Sudan and Ghana 

2006 2007 

5 0 

4 1 

2703 793 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

3 3 

2063 2532 

14 42 

4792 3371 

26 46 

Indigenous Cases 
Reported 

-100% 

-100% 

-75% 

-71% 

% CHANGE 2005 - 2006 

0% 

0% 

0% 

-30% 

0% 

-50% 0% 

23% 

50% 

77% 

100% 

129 

200% 

Overall % change outside of Sudan = 23% 
(4) Indicates months for which reports were received, i.e., Jan. - Apr. 
* Provisional 



Table 4 
List of Guinea Worm Cases and Interventions Against Transmission: 2007 (except Sudan & Ghana) (continued on next page) 
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List of Guinea Worm Cases and Interventions Against Transmission: 2007 (except Sudan & Ghana) Cont. 
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Voggu and Singa) which collectively reported a total of 353 cases in 2006 and have reported 89 cases 
through March 2007.  Wantugu was the third highest endemic community in Ghana in 2006, reporting 
236 cases that year. 

Ghana’s program also signed an agreement with the Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) for $25,410 to pay for meetings of village volunteers during 2007. 
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OBITUARY 
With great regret we announce the passing of Richard Paul Delaney on April 10, 2007 at his home in 
Lebanon, New Hampshire after a long illness. Richard joined The Carter Center in 1991 and was The 
Carter Center’s first Resident Technical Advisor to

http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dpd/parasites/guineaworm/default.htm



