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As reported previously, Cameroon’s minister of health and the WHO country representative participated in 

the recent international program review of the GWEP in Atlanta. Karmen Unterwegner, MPH, Associate 

Director in the Carter Center GWEP for Francophone Countries, completed a supportive visit to 

Cameroon’s GWEP in late May.  

Table 1. Cameroon Guinea Worm Eradication Program, January – May 2024 

Village 

# lab 

confirmed 

infection 

YTD 

% 

infection 

contained 

Trained 

health 

worker? 

Y/N 

# 

months 

received 

GW 

health 

ed 

% 

eligible 

water 

sources 

treated 

(first 5 

months 

of 

2024) 

% 

eligible 

animals 

tethered 

(first 5 

first 

months 

of 

2024) 

% 

HH 

with 

cloth 

& 

pipe 

filters 

% HH 

practicing 

safe 

burial of 

fish guts 

At least 

one safe 

drinking 

source? 

Y/N 

Estimate % 

of people 

aware of 

GW cash 

reward 

Karam 1 12 100% Y 5 100% 86% 19% 87% Y No data 

Dabana 30 89% Y 5 100% 88% 71% 77% Y No data 

Nouldaina 22 98% Y 5 100% 84% 24% 84% Y No data 

Karam 2 10 97% Y 5 100% 84% 21% 69% Y No data 

Yakréo 7 94% Y 5 100% 88% 58% 
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Figure 1. Mali Guinea worm cases by district, 1991-93 and 2023.  
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specimens from suspected Guinea worm infections in animals in 2024 (January -May) have now been 

received in Atlanta. 

South Sudan. South Sudan GWEP Director Samuel Yibi MAKOY led a team from the SSGWEP, the 

Ministry of Wildlife Conservation, and the Ministry of Animal Resources and Fisheries to Tonj East County 

of Warrap State from May 28 to June 7. They conducted a reward ceremony for GW infections that were 

confirmed in the county in 2023, among other activities. As reported in the previous issue, Tonj East County 

is one of two hotspots for Guinea worm infections in South Sudan, having reported 2 human cases in 2023 

and a serval cat that had an un-emerged confirmed Guinea worm in April 2024. On March 9, 2024, WHO 

supported a multistakeholder consultative meeting of South Sudan’s National Committee for 

Dracunculiasis Eradication. The meeting brought on board new members from the Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO), Ministry of Wildlife, Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries, and the Ministry of Water 

Resources and Irrigation (One Health Partners), to discuss modalities of GW transmission in animals in 

South Sudan. 

On May 21st, Mr. Makoy presided at a meeting of One-Health stakeholders at the Palm Africa Hotel in Juba 

regarding transmission of Guinea worm in animals. Carter Center GWEP Associate Director Giovanna 

Steel, MA, made a supportive visit to the SSGWEP on March 12-April 4, 2024.  

 

As of June 1, 2024 (provisional): 

 Months since last  

human case (priority)* 

Months since last known  

animal infection (necessity)* 

Angola 50 1 

Cameroon 12 0 

Chad 7 0 

Ethiopia 20 9 

Mali 9 6 

South Sudan 8 2 

 

*36+ consecutive months required for both indicators. 
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Table 2 
Number of Laboratory-Confirmed Human Cases of Guinea Worm Disease, and Number Reported Contained by Month during 

2024* 
(Countries arranged in descending order of cases in 2023) 

COUNTRIES WITH 

TRANSMISSION 

OF GUINEA 

WORMS 

NUMBER OF CASES CONTAINED / NUMBER OF CASES REPORTED 

% 

CONT. 

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER TOTAL* 
 

CHAD 0 / 0 
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Note to contributors: Submit your contributions via email to Dr. Sharon Roy 

(gwwrapup@cdc.gov) or to Adam Weiss (adam.weiss@cartercenter.org), by the end of the 

month for publication in the following month’s issue. Contributors to this issue were: the 

national Guinea Worm Eradication Programs, Dr. Donald Hopkins and Adam Weiss of The 

Carter Center, Dr. Sharon Roy of CDC, and Dr. Dieudonné Sankara of WHO. Formatted by 

Mindze Nkanga. Translation support by Valerie Mendes. 

 

WHO Collaborating Center for Dracunculiasis Eradication, Center for Global Health, Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, Mailstop H21-10, 1600 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30333, USA, email: 

gwwrapup@cdc.gov, fax: 404-728-8040.  The GW Wrap-Up web location is  

https://www.cdc.gov/parasites/guineaworm/wrap-up  

Back issues are also available on the Carter Center web site in English, French, and Portuguese and are 

located at http://www.cartercenter.org/news/publications/health/guinea_worm_wrapup_english.html. 
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