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Table 2  
MALI GUINEA WORM ERADICATION PROGRAM  

41 Localities Reporting Guinea Worm Infections in 2016 - August 2021 

           
Village 

# 
Village Name 

Sanitary 
District  

District  Region 
Year and Number of Cases 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 
1 Dimana Fangasso Tominian Segou 1           
2 Masso Fangasso Tominian Segou 2   1 2     
3 Mampe Fangasso Tominian Segou 1 1 1       
4 Bathiridougou Ouan Tominian Segou 2           
5 Kantama Ouan Tominian Segou 1 1         
6 Bosokuy Ouan Tominian Segou 1           
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CHAD 
 

Chad is still shrinking the number of dogs with Guinea worm infections, with 
provisionally 58% fewer infections in January-July 2021 (518) compared to the same 
period during 2020 (1,229) (Figure 2). Chad also reduced Guinea worm cases in 
humans by 64% from 11 cases to 4 cases, and infected cats by 55% from 40 to 18 in the 
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whose worm was not contained.  Nyirol County in Jonglei State had a Guinea worm case in 2013 and 
2018. 
 
The SSGWEP also reported a Guinea worm case, since confirmed by the CDC laboratory, in a 13-year-
old Dinka girl whose worm emerged on July 23 in Kenegal Cattle Camp, Rumbek North County of 
Lakes State.  Her infection was contained.  The patient and her family moved frequently between villages 
and cattle camps in 2020 during the period when she was likely infected, where she fetched water and 
milked cows.  The last known Guinea worm cases in Lakes State before this were four cases in Rumbek 
Center County and three cases in Rumbek North County in 2018 who were also cattle herders. 
 
The SSGWEP reported 21,682 rumors of Guinea worm infections from January to June 2021.  All were 
investigated, including 99% investigated within 24 hours. To help increase Guinea worm surveillance in 
the country, SSGWEP through the WHO Country Office has integrated training on Guinea worm 
disease, surveillance, and cash reward in the ongoing IDSR, polio and EPI field surveillance officers' 
trainings. 
 
Mr. Jim Niquette, former Carter Center Country Representative in Ghana, has arrived in Juba as interim 
Carter Center Country Representative in South Sudan to the SSGWEP and the Trachoma Control 
Program.  Welcome back aboard Jim!! 
 

ETHIOPIA  
 

The Ethiopian Dracunculiasis Eradication Program (EDEP) has reported one human 
case (contained, and presumed source known) of Guinea worm disease and no infected 
animals so far in 2021, compared to 7 humans, 3 dogs, 3 baboons, and 4 cats detected 
in January-July 2020.  A total of 1,942 dogs and 268 cats were proactively tethered in 
Gog and Abobo districts of Gambella Region as of June 2021.  The EDEP and 
associated researchers will resume trapping and examining baboons in Guinea worm-

endemic and non-endemic areas of Gambella Region in October.  The EDEP and field staff have 
continued to track six baboon troops in peri-domestic endemic areas of Gog district.  The program and 
allies also plan to integrate data from ground tracking and GPS collars on baboons, remote sensing, and 
satellite imagery to help find and apply Abate® to water sources used by baboons, including under dense 
forest canopy, as well as water sources shared by baboons and dogs. 

 
 

ANGOLA 
 

Angola continues to make progress in expanding and strengthening community-based 
surveillance (CBS) activities in Cunene, which is the only province in Angola where 
indigenous transmission of dracunculiasis has been confirmed. Angola reported zero 
human cases and zero infected animals so far in 2021. 
 
In August 2021,  

�• the program visited 13 at-risk villages and settlements, in two endemic municipalities (Cuanhama 
and Namacunde) – more than 780 persons were sensitized on the cash reward scheme and on 
Guinea worm disease prevention. 

�• 5 health facilities received direct supervision. 
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�• 3 rumors were recorded and investigated (100%) within 24 hours in the municipality of 
Namacunde, Cunene; none of them turned out to be confirmed Guinea worm cases. 

�• 2 surveillance and follow-up visits were conducted for the 2020 human cases and the 2019 animal 
infection. 

�• 3 additional unsafe water sources were mapped, and nearly 100 families were given cloth filters.  

Guinea worm surveillance is also being expanded and reinforced in three provinces – Huila Namibe and 
Cuando Cubango neighboring Cunene. One hundred seventy-five (175) health professionals and 
community health workers have been identified from 24 communes in the 3 provinces that share borders 
with Cunene. 
 
During the period of April to August 2021, searches for Guinea worm cases and animal infections were 
integrated into other public health program field activities, such as the Angola – Democratic Republic of 
Congo cross-border assessment of leprosy, Buruli ulcer, yaws, and human trypanosomiasis; the 
Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices 
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Figure 4  

 
 
Figure 4, above, shows the geographic area selected for the first phase of expansion of the community-
based surveillance (CBS) system in municipalities neighboring Cunene province, including Namibe, 
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Table 3 
 Number of Laboratory-Confirmed Cases of Guinea Worm Disease, and Number Reported Contained by Month during 2021*
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RENN MCCLINTIC- DOYLE, GUINEA WORM ERADICATION STALWART, RETIRES  
 

 
 

Mrs. Renn McClintic-Doyle, office manager for the Guinea Worm Eradication 
Program, retired from The Carter Center on August 2, 2021, after nearly 30 years of 
service. Mrs. McClintic-Doyle joined The Carter Center in 1992 to provide 
administrative support to Dr. Ernesto Ruiz-Tiben and the growing effort to eradicate 
Guinea worm disease. Her steadfast administrative support continued, eventually 

becoming the program’s office manager. In her roles, she coordinated staff travel and support to overseas 
consultants, organized international program review meetings and conferences, and made certain the 
program could function seamlessly. In addition, she helped produce the GW Wrap-Up, journal articles, 
and health education flip charts and archive publications. She also became the resident spatial map 
maker, for which this publication has benefited greatly. During her tenure, Mrs. McClintic-Doyle earned 
a Master's degree in health care administration and a Master's in education, both from the University of 
Phoenix. All her achievements, both in and out of the office, helped inspire everyone who met her. Team 
Guinea worm misses you already, Renn, though we know your next chapter will bring you the joy and 
satisfaction you deserve! Thank you!!  
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