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Detect Every Case, Contain Every Worm!

COTE D’IVOIRE: 77% REDUCTION IN 1999 PEAK SEASON

Côte d’Ivoire’s Guinea Worm Eradication Program has achieved a reduction of –77% in
reported cases of dracunculiasis during the first half of 1999 (248 indigenous cases in
January-June 1999 vs. 1,069 cases during the same period of 1998) (Figure 1).  The months
of peak transmission in Côte d’Ivoire are January-June; in 1998, the program reported a total
of 1,414 cases for the entire year.  According to monthly reports by the national program
coordinator, Dr. Henri Boualou, 235 of this year’s 250 cases so far have been reported from

only five sanitary districts: Seguela (67 cases; reduced 86% from 490 cases in January-June 1998), Daloa (52;
increased 1200% from 4 cases), Zuenoula (46; reduced 77% from 204 cases), Bouna (41; increased 127% from 18
cases) and Bondoukou (29; decreased 83% from 172 cases).  The increase in cases in Bouna is especially
noteworthy.  Thirty-seven (37) of that district’s 41 cases were reported in June 1999, when a total of only 49 cases
were reported for the whole country.  The rate of endemic villages reporting in 1999 is 98%, and 82% of this year’s
cases were reportedly contained (Figure 2, Table 1).  So far this year, two cases have been imported: one each from
Burkina Faso and Ghana.  Global 2000 consultant Ms. Cyndi Stover is assisting the GWEP to assess the status of
dracunculiasis in Bouna and Daloa this month.
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Table 1

Number of cases contained and number reported by month during 1999*
(Countries arranged in descending order of cases in 1998)

COUNTRY NUMBER OF CASES CONTAINED / NUMBER OF CASES REPORTED

% 

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER TOTAL* CONT. 

SUDAN

1076
/

2169

1433
/

2596

1269
/

2223

1343
/

2437

2299
/

4082
/ / / / / / /

7420
/

13507 55

NIGERIA

596
/

1358

752
/

1432

902
/

1131

887
/

1111

1112
/

1369

1097
/

1420
/ / / / / /

5346
/

7821 68

GHANA

921
/

1140

616
/

1139

546
/

1000

450
/

771

378
/

650

231
/

412
/ / / / / /

3142
/

5112 61

NIGER

2
/

2

3
/

3

2
/

2

5
/

5

35
/

41

149
/

265
/ / / / / /

196
/

318 62

BURKINA FASO

1
/

1

0
/

2

2
/

5

5
/

32

56
/

70
/ / / / / / /

64
/

110 58

TOGO

87
/

102

57
/

84

15
/

28

32
/

34

48
/

71

55
/

66
/ / / / / /

294
/

385 76

COTE D'IVOIRE

58
/

58

32
/

43

31
/

33

16
/

28

36
/

39

32
/

49
/ / / / / /

205
/

250 82

UGANDA

3
/

6

7
/

7

7
/

7

20
/

21

65
/

70

99
/

102
/

29
/ / / / /

201
/

242 83

BENIN

84
/

88

22
/

27

14
/

15

9
/

9

11
/

12

2
/

3
/ / / / / /

142
/

154 92

MALI

1
/

2

2
/

2

3
/

3

2
/

2

10
/

14

33
/

46
/ / / / / /

51
/

69 74

MAURITANIA

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

1
/

1
/ / / / / /

1
/

1

ETHIOPIA

0
/

0

0
/

0

5
/

5

14
/

15

38
/

42

68
/

68

56
/

56
/ / / / /

181
/

186 97

CHAD

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0
/ / / / / /

0
/

0

CAMEROON**

1
/

1

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

1
/

1

1
/

1
/ / / / / /

3
/

3 100

C.A.R. ***

0
/

1

2
/

3

3
/

5

0
/

0

0
/

1

0
/

0
/ / / / / /

5
/

10 50

TOTAL*

2830
/

4927

2924
/

5335

2796
/

4452

2783
/

4465

4089
/

6461

1768
/

2433

56
/

85

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

17246
/

28158 61

% CONTAINED 61

    * Provisional

  ** Cameroon reported one case imported from Nigeria during January, May, and June.

*** Central African Republic reported 10 alleged (unconfirmed) cases of dracunculiasis for the period January - June, 1999.  These cases are not included in the totals.
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