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The al-Anfal 
Campaign for the Syrian Coast
On March 21, 2014 three armed opposition 
groups, the Ansar al-Sham Battalions, the 
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The Ansar al-Sham Battalions: Based on the 
Syrian coast, the Ansar al-Sham Battalions is 
a member of the Islamic Front but maintains a 
low profile.4 The group is led by a Syrian known 
as Abu Omar from Latakia city and a Chechen 
commander known as Abu Musa. Its rank and 
file members are primarily Syrian. Throughout 
the Syrian conflict it has been intent on main-
taining neutrality amidst tensions between Isla-
mist and non-Islamist armed opposition forces 
in the area despite its own Islamist leanings.5   
Despite its membership in the Islamic Front, 
an armed opposition umbrella organization that 
rejects the National Coalition for Syrian Revo-
lutionary and Opposition Forces (the Coalition)  
and the Supreme Military Council (SMC), the 
Ansar al-Sham Battalions are reportedly receiv-
ing support for the al-Anfal Campaign from the 
SMC aligned Military Council.6

The al-Nusra Front: Present throughout Syria, 
the group is the official al-Qaeda affiliate in 
Syria. The front is led by the Syrian command-
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am Legion also initiated a shelling offensive 
on al-Qardaha, the ancestral home of the Assad 
family in Latakia.8  Smaller, local units based 
in the northern Latakia countryside such as the 
Shamina Gathering and the Nusrat al-Mathloom 
Gathering have also been involved on the front-
lines in the north.9

The Campaign
Armed opposition forces began their offen-
sive immediately following the March 20th 
announcement. Approaching from the Idlib 
governorate to the east and allegedly from the 
Syrian-Turkish border to the north, opposition 

forces reached the town of Kassab and the 
nearby Syrian-Turkish Kassab border crossing 
on March 20th.10 By March 21st the crossing 
was under opposition control after what appears 
to have been a government retreat. The capture 
of the crossing was important not only for its 
symbolism, but also strategically as it opened 
a potential supply line for opposition forces 
pushing south. Establishing a reliable supply line 
was something opposition forces had failed to 
do during the previous coastal offensive. Con-
tinuing their assault, opposition forces gained 
complete control of the town of Kassab on 
March 24th. 
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